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Nature takeaways from the UN Climate Summit and Climate Week
James Lloyd is the Project Lead for Nature4Climate
and Natural Climate Solutions stakeholder manager at
The Nature Conservancy. Working at the interface of
strategic communications and external affairs for nature

Last week the UN Climate Action Summit 2019 took
place in New York. Convened by UN SecretaryGeneral António Guterres, the theme was ‘A Race
We Can Win. A Race We Must Win.’ Few people will
have missed the remarkable speech given by Swedish
teenager Greta Thunberg who travelled across the
Atlantic in a racing boat to be there.
So what else happened? The answer is many things, too
many to account for in our newsletter. We are however,
pleased to report on the top ten nature takeaways
from the UN Climate Summit. Compiled by James
Lloyd, Director & Project Lead at Nature4Climate,
this summary focuses on the nature-based solutions to
climate change that were highlighted and discussed last
week.

and climate change, he worked for over a decade as an
adviser, first in Westminster in the UK and then more
broadly to other actors in the conservation sector.

Natural climate solutions are proven ways
of storing and reducing carbon emissions in
the world’s forests, grasslands and wetlands.
These solutions are available immediately, they
are scalable and can transform key sectors
of the global economy, such as forestry and
agriculture, making them obvious places to
focus our attention in the urgent efforts to
address climate change.
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‘in order to arrest this emergency, and as we
decarbonize our economies, we must bring one
of our most powerful allies into the fight now –
nature.’

Nature4Climate (N4C) is an initiative of the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), UNREDD, the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD),
Doris Duke Foundation, Food and Land Use Coalition
(FOLU), the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN), Conservation International (CI), The
Nature Conservancy (TNC), Wildlife Conservation
Society (WCS), Woods Hole Research Center,
World Business Council for Sustainable Development
(WBCSD), World Resources Institute (WRI), We
Mean Business (WMB) and WWF that aims to increase
investment and action on natural climate solutions in
support of the 2015 Paris climate agreement. They
spearheaded the #NatureNow campaign that launched
ahead of the Summit.
Top ten nature takeaways from the UN Climate
Summit and Climate Week
With the Earth’s oceans and frozen regions changing
alarmingly quickly altering the planet’s seas and
cryosphere and the largest collection of global climate
strikes ever, this week’s UN Climate Action Summit
and Climate Week provided compelling reasons for
an urgent and renewed call to action around climate
change.
Secretary-General António Guterres noted this week,
“that we fool ourselves if we think we can fool nature

and that nature was a critical part of the climate
solution. This was echoed by Inger Andersen from
UNEP saying that ‘in order to arrest this emergency,
and as we decarbonize our economies, we must bring
one of our most powerful allies into the fight now –
nature.’
Here are the top ten takeaways:
1. Corporates are setting new targets around naturebased solutions as a solution to climate change.
The World Business Council for Sustainable
Development (WBCSD) and Emmanuel Faber
(CEO of Danone) announced a new coalition of
19 global companies focused on agriculture and
committed to biodiversity. One Planet Business for
Biodiversity is ‘determined to drive transformational
systemic change.’ In a separate event to announce a
new partnership with WCS, CEO Sunny Vergehese
from Olam said: “It is absolutely essential for us to
reimagine the global food and agriculture system.”
2. Countries are waking up to nature’s potential – The
Climate Action Summit introduced a nature-based
solutions ‘manifesto’, aiming to garner political
momentum, financing, and integration of nature
in planning and decision making for sustainable
development. Numbers steadily rose this week.
3. China is emerging as a champion for nature –
China has emerged as a champion for nature-based
solutions to climate change. As co-lead of the
Climate Action Summit’s nature-based solutions
action area, China is calling for a systematic
understanding of the relationship between human
beings and nature. It is urging incorporating naturebased solutions in the post-2020 global biodiversity
framework and giving consideration to the potential
of natural systems to facilitate mitigation and
adaptation.
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4. Innovation is happening – More than a third of
the events of Climate Week focused on naturebased solutions. Twenty-two communities were
honored for local, innovative, nature-based climate
solutions this week at the Equator Award. These are
indicative of the kind of local, often indigenously led,
community-based initiatives taking place to address
land degradation and livelihood opportunities.
5. The Youth are taking a lead — Last Friday, millions
of young people took to the streets in a global
climate strike to demand more climate action,
a message that Swedish climate activist Greta
Thunberg delivered directly to world leaders at the
UN Climate Summit. Support for nature emerged
as one of the movement’s key themes this week.
Greta released a video on nature-based solutions last
week and a new movement, Youth4Nature, has been
on the ground in New York showcasing youth-led
nature-based initiatives for climate solutions around
the world.
6. Money moves We saw the launch of the Net-Zero
Asset Owner Alliance. Its members, responsible for
directing more than US$ 2.4 trillion in investments,
committed to carbon-neutral investment
portfolios by 2050. The World Bank and Germany
announced the launch of PROGREEN, a new global
partnership to boost efforts to stop deforestation.
Germany is contributing 200 million Euros to
kickstart the program. The Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation and the World Bank announced, along
with several governments, financial commitments of
$790 million and assistance to enhance resilience of
more than 300 million small-scale food producers in
the face of mounting climate impacts. Through the
Central African Forest Initiative (CAFI), Norway
will pay $150 million to Gabon to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and battle deforestation. This makes
Gabon the first African country to be paid to
preserve its rainforest with international funds.

7. Ocean as a climate solution This week’s IPCC’s
Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere
made clear the need to revolutionize and scale up
our current approaches to ocean and cryosphere
protection and sustainable management. While
the IPCC report and science tell us that we are at
risk the High-Level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean
Economy revealed how four ocean-based strategies,
if undertaken by the world’s countries, can give us
21% of the greenhouse gas reductions needed to
meet the 2015 Paris agreement and keep global
temperatures below 1.5 degrees Celsius. The report
lays out in detail opportunities to enhance oceanbased renewable energy activities and reduce
emissions from ocean transport and fisheries.
8. We know the scientific limits There is no way
we can limit warming to 1.5°C (or 2°C for that
matter) without natural climate solutions. Emission
reductions alone – while critically important – will
not achieve the goals of the Paris Agreement.
It is not “either, or.” It is “both, and.” Increasing
ambition means committing both to an energy
transition and greater investment in NBS.
9. Nature across all biomes is an essential tool for
addressing the threats to climate, biodiversity and
sustainable development in the coming decade. The
reality of this is sinking in and the politics are shifting
to launch a decade of restoration, regeneration and
funding in 2020.
10. Political will is needed now that awareness has
been raised. NBS do not come at the cost of other
development priorities. They can be rolled out in
ways that combat land degradation, put healthy and
nutritious food on peoples’ tables, deliver economic
benefits, create jobs in rural communities and build
resilience to climate change, all at the same time.
Find out more here.

AOB Worldwide
Our very own Yolandra Weldring will be attending the Partos Innovation event on Friday 11th Oct in Amsterdam, as
one of the invited industry experts to connect to during the day in the speed-dating events, to gain specific industry
knowledge and broaden knowledge areas.
Partos & The Spindle have organised the Innovation Festival for the 6th year running, to highlight innovative ideas in
the sector. Together with NGO’s, civil society leaders, researchers, social entrepreneurs, funders, government and
private sector attendees, they bring people together to share ideas, inspiration and new trends.

Internal Opportunities
Our Learning and Assessment practice is evolving, and we are looking for an A&L Administrator in addition to an
A&L Associate. For more details, please see our website.

Staff Updates
This month we’re thrilled to announce two new associate consultants for the Asia region – Noha Shawky, covering
MENA and Josje Reinartz, Director Australasia.
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